Response to Office Action 
Serial No. 10/068,641 

REMARKS 

Introduction: 

Claims 1-6 and 8-25 are pending in the present application. Applicant is 
amending herewith Claim 1. Following entry of this amendment, Claims 1-6 and 8-25 will still 
be pending. Applicant submits that these claims are entitled to further examination. Applicant 
respectfully requests reconsideration of the present application in view of the foregoing 
amendment and the following remarks. 
The Office Action 

Claim 1 was objected to as requiring the article "a" be inserted before the word 
"curved." Claims 1, 2, 5-11, 15, 18-20 and 23-25 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being 
obvious and unpatentable over DE 1584006. Applicant respectfully traverses the foregoing 
rejection. Claims 3, 4, 12-14, 16, 17, 21 and 22 were objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim. 
Claim Ob jections 

Claim 1 was objected to as requiring the article "a" be inserted before the word 
"curved." Applicant is amending Claim 1 herewith to insert an "a" before the word "curved" as 
requested. 

Rejection Under 35 U.S.C. § 103 

Claims 1, 2, 5-11, 15, 18-20 and 23-25 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as 
being obvious and unpatentable over DE 1584006. The rejection states that it would have been 
an obvious matter of design choice to make the different portions of the groove and engagement 
means of whatever form or shape was desired or expedient. Applicant respectfully disagrees. 
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It is respectfully submitted that the present rejection is improper for the 
following two reasons: (i) modifying DE 1584006 as proposed by the Examiner is contrary 
to the teaching of DE 1584006; and (ii) even if such a modification were made, the resultant 
combination still does not arrive at the claimed invention. 
Proposed Modification is Contrary to Teaching 

DE 1584006 discloses a hinge assembly including a pivot pin 13. The pivot 
pin 13 includes a recess 14 having a first, straight side 18 and a second, chamfered side 16. 
A ball bearing 21 is biased into engagement with the recess 14, as shown in Figure. 1. In 
use, the ball bearing 21 resists axial withdrawal of the pivot pin 13 from the hinge assembly. 
However, the chamfered side 16 is so shaped as to urge the ball bearing 21 out of the recess 
14 upon application of a suitable axial withdrawal force to the pivot pin 13. Consequently it 
is possible to withdraw the pivot pin 13 by applying a desired axial withdrawal force to the 
pivot pin 13 so as to overcome a threshold force which is defined by the respective 
geometries of the ball bearing 21 and the chamfered side 16, along with the strength of the 
bias. 

It follows that DE 1584006 is concerned with the provision of a hinge 
assembly in which it is possible to remove the pivot pin 13 upon application of a suitable 
axial withdrawal force. This is totally contrary to the present invention wherein the pin is 
prevented from any axial movement (not just removal) by application of an axial force 
(however great). Accordingly, DE 1584006 is unconcerned with the provision of a hinge 
assembly in which the pivot pin cannot be removed regardless of the force applied thereto. 
In other words, modifying DE 1584006 to make the pin axially immovable goes against the 
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sole purpose of the DE 1584006. Accordingly, a skilled artisan seeing DE 1584006 would 
not seek to modify it to make the pivot pin immovable. 

It follows that the skilled artisan could not use the teaching of DE 1584006 as 
a starting point for arriving at the present invention because DE 1584006 requires axial 
movement of the pivot pin 13 to initiate disengagement of the retaining means. Thus, the 
modification suggested by the Examiner is contrary to the teaching of DE 1584006. 
Therefore, such modification would not be obvious to a skilled artisan. Accordingly, 
rejection of Claims 1, 2, 5-11, 15, 18-20 and 23-25 under 35 U.S.C. §103 is improper and 
should be withdrawn. 

(ii) Resultant Combination Does Not Arrive at the Invention 

Even if the skilled worker were to combine the teaching of DE 1584006 with 
either of the patent to Hansen et al. (U.S. Patent No. 3,796,464) or the patent to Kramer (U.S. 
Patent No. 5,452,501), he would not arrive at the presently claimed invention. 

The patent to Hansen et al. discloses an arrangement in which a keeper 26 has 
a protuberance 30 which is received in a groove 12. Lines 5 to 8 of column 2 of Hansen et 
al. mention that the keeper 26 is preferably made of compressible material; e.g., rubber or 
plastic, or otherwise constructed so that the protuberance 30 can be depressed from groove. 
Accordingly, Hansen et al. teaches that upon application of a suitable axial withdrawal force 
to the bit 10 the protuberance 30 deforms thereby allowing removal of the bit 10. 

Therefore, both DE 1584006 and Hansen et al. teach the skilled artisan that 
application of a suitable axial withdrawal force permits withdrawal of the desired pivot 
pin/bit. Consequently, a combination of DE 1584006 and Hansen et al. does not disclose or 
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suggest an arrangement which prevents axial withdrawal of a pivot pin, regardless of the 
axial force applied thereto. 

It follows that the presently claimed invention is not obvious to a skilled 
artisan based on a combination of DE 1584006 and Hansen et al. 

The patent to Kramer describes a hinge arrangement for checking the door of a 
motor vehicle when in the open position. Figure 6 shows a strap 14 which is pivotally 
mounted in a base 12. The strap includes a pair of ball bearings 60, 68 each of which 
cooperates with a corresponding check profile cam surface 34, 36 to restrain the strap in one 
of two positions. When moving the strap 14 relative to the base 12, the ball bearings 60, 68 
roll across the flat opposed surfaces of the flanges 26, 28 until they reach a first lobe 37 in 
the check profile 34, 36. The first lobe 37 establishes the first check position of the strap as 
an axial spring 64 urges the ball bearings 60, 68 to be seated in the lobe 37. Line 61 of 
column 6 to line 1 of column 7 of Kramer mention that further rotation of the strap 14 pushes 
the ball bearings 60, 68 inwards against the spring force so that they are able to roll out of the 
lobe 37 defining the first check position. The ball bearings 60, 68 are then able to enter a 
second lobe 39 which defines a second check position. 

Accordingly, Kramer teaches that application of a sufficient force to the strap 
14 causes the engaging means; i.e., the ball bearings 60, 68, to move, thereby allowing 
further movement of the strap 14. Therefore, Kramer teaches that the application of a 
suitable force to a member which it is desired to move permits movement of the said 
member. Consequently, the skilled artisan in combining DE 1584006 and Kramer could not 
arrive at an arrangement which prevents axial withdrawal; i.e., movement of a pivot pin, 
regardless of the axial force applied thereto. 

ATLLIB02 194078.1 



Response to Office Action 
Serial No. 10/068,641 

It follows that the presently claimed invention is not obvious to a skilled 
artisan based on a combination of DE 1584006 and Kramer. The present invention is not a 
matter of mere design choice, as alleged by the Examiner, but, rather, produces a different 
result not taught or suggested by the prior art. 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that Claims 1, 2, 5-11, 15, 
18-20 and 23-25 are not obvious in view of DE 1584006, Kramer and Hansem et al. 
Accordingly, withdrawal of the rejection of Claims 1, 2, 5-11, 15, 18-20 and 23-25 under 35 
U.S.C. § 103(a) is respectfully requested. 
Conclusion 

Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration of the present application in 
view of the foregoing amendment and remarks. Such action is courteously solicited. 
Applicant further requests that the Examiner call the undersigned attorney if allowance of the 
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